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SUBJ: COMMERCIAL DISCRIMINATION BASED ON JEWISH FAITH 

REF: STATE 154688 

1 . PER INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL, AMBASSADOR RAISED PROBLEM 
WITH MINISTER OF ECONOMY IMADI ON LATTER'S RETURN FROM 
ABROAD JULY 8. FURNISHED HIM LANGUAGE OF INVITATION TO 
BID ISSUED BY SYRIAN DEFENSE MINISTRY. 

2. IMADI'S IMMEDIATE REACTION WAS ONE OF SHOCK. HE 

AGREED WITH AMBASSADOR IT WAS THE CRUDEST POSSIBLE EXAMPLE 
OF UNACCEPTABLE LANGUGAGE HE HAD EVER SEEN AND WENT AGAINST 
ALL THAT ARAB BOYCOTT SUPPOSEDLY STOOD FOR. HE CONFIRMED 
THAT BOYCOTT CORRESPONDENCE ISSUED UNDER HIS RESPONSI- 
BILITY AS MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND FOREIGN TRADE-SARG 
BOYCOTT OFFICE IS LOCATED IN HIS MINISTRY —NEVER CONTAINED 
LANGUAGE CITING JEWS OR RELIGION. 

3. IMADI SAID, HOWEVER, THAT MINISTRY OF DEFENSE RAN A 
SEPARATE PROCUREMENT/CONTRACTING OPERATION AND THIS WAS 
NOT UNDER HIS CONTROL. HE PROMISED TO INVESTIGATE THE 
MATTER AND TO BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH AMBASSADOR WHEN HE HAD 
FURTHER INFORMATION. 
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4. IN MEETING JULY 17, IMADI ADVISED THE AMBASSADOR THAT 
HE HAD INSTRUCTED DEPUTY MINISTER OF ECONOMY AZMEH TO 
PURSUE THIS QUESTION WITH OFFICERS IN THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE. NO ONE IN THAT MINISTRY ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR THE LANGUAGE. THE TENDER HAD BEEN WITHDRAWN AND WOULD 
BE REISSUED WITHOUT OFFENSIVE REFERENCES. IMADI SAID HE 
COULD ONLY CONCLUDE THAT LANGUAGE HAD BEEN SLIPPED INTO 
THAT TENDER BY ' SOME TROUBLEMAKER.” HE ASKED IF WE WOULD 
BE ABLE TO SUPPLY HIM WITH ARABIC LANGUAGE ORIGINAL. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: 

THAT USDOC REQUEST INDUSTRY SOURCES TO PROVIDE ARABIC 
LANGUAGE ORIGINAL TO COMMERCE AND FORWARD DIRECTLY TO 
THIS EMBASSY MARKED ATTENTION AMBASSADOR. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE DISCRIMINATION, ANTISEMITISM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DAMASC04693 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760276-0961 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760746/aaaaboog.tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 STATE 154688 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 JUN 2004 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <20 OCT 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: COMMERCIAL DISCRIMINATION BASED ON JEWISH FAITH 
TAGS: ETRD, SY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



